Maria Evgen'evna Raaben, a leading Precambrian palaeobiologist and an authority on stromatolites passed away on October 27 th , 2012 as a result of massive heart attack at the age of 92. She was fondly remembered as Maria among the stromatolphiles world over. In her passing away the world has lost a renowned expert on the taxonomy and biostratigraphy of Precambrian stromatolites. She was fond of latest developments in science and tried to acquaint herself with latest gadgets. After active research career she learned computers for word processing and for making diagrams and use to process manuscripts herself.
She was an excellent host and the visitors from around the world enjoyed her hospitality. Besides, she used to discuss the problems related with the taxonomy and genesis of the stromatolites. She also used to provide copies of the Russian scientific literature as a parting gift to all visitors. Both of us had opportunities to be her guest during our visits to her Geological Institute. Some of the classical papers written with her under Indo-USSR/Russian collaboration programme are widely cited viz., Lower Cambrian stromatolites from the Deoban Limestone of Lesser Himalaya (Himalayan Geology, 1979) ; Classification of stromatolites (Himalayan Geology, 1989 Email: sharmamukund1@rediffmail.com 
